
logging to save 

the climate?

  One of the main topics in the 

‘forest segment’ of the 

negotiations is baseline to account 

for anthropogenic emissions from 

forestry. Shortly before the 
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ukraine is twice 

the fossil of the 

day

  Ukraine got two Fossil of the Day 

anti-awards at a time Tuesday.

  The award is given to countries for 

their most destructive behavior in 

the course of the negotiations and 

has three nominations. Ukraine 

conference started, Russia, 

along with other developed 

countries, has presented new 

figures proposing increase in 

logging by 57% by 2020 as 

one of the measures to 

mitigate climate change.

  According to experts, right 

to the end of November 

Russia participated in the 

LULUCF negotiations with so-

called Bar to Zero position. 

That can be essentially 

summarized as following: as long 

as forests absorb more than emit, 

actual absorption decrease cannot 

be counted as emission. But last 

month, a number of big ‘forest’ 

players in the climate negotiations 

(Sweden, Finland, etc) started 

lobbying to include logging already 

planned to their baselines, thus 

virtually ignoring the related 

emissions.

  It might seem that the Russia’s 

proposal to the Secretariat sets 

1990 level as a baseline for 

accounting emissions in the forest 

industry. However, recent data 

shows that last years, Russia’s 

forests absorb more than twice 

more CO

2

 comparing to 1990, 

mainly due to logging decrease 

and the economical crisis of 

1990s. Certainly, interannual 

variability and natural emissions 

are significant and can be 

counted, but, to our opinion, it 

would be too bold to forecast CO

2

 

absorption decrease by Russia’s 

forests to 1990 levels, i.e. in 

twice, by 2020 by significant 

increase (by 5,7 percent a year!) 

in logging.

  Such ‘optimistic’ plans of rapid 

increase in logging activities 

make some experts skeptical on 

both their practical 

implementation in terms of deep 

crisis the forestry is experiencing, 

and their environmental 

efficiency. The main thing is that 

the ‘forest credits’ do not become 

an analogue of ‘hot air’.

has won the first place for 

presenting the weakest 

position on GHG emissions 

cut – by 20 percent of 1990 

levels by 2020 (which is, in 

fact, not cut but increase of 

emissions by 70% of the 

current level). Third place 

yesterday also left for Ukraine, 

for refusing to provide 

information on how it uses the 

income from the sale of GHG 

quotas. 

 Earlier, Japan has bought from 

Ukraine 300 million tons of CO

2

 for 

300 million euro. 

  According to international 

obligations, governments are to 

report on what climate projects the 

money received from the sales of 

quotas have been spent. 



the media overiew

  The first two days of the UN conference in 

Copenhagen had a fairly wide resonance in the 

Russian media. First pages of the leading print and 

online publications abounded with prognoses of 

developments at the conference, with the roles and 

expectations from Russia at the center. 

  As early as last Friday RIA Novosti published an 

interview with the Minister of Natural Resources 

and Environment of Russia, Yuri Trutnev, in which 

he, along with the refusal to state specific figures 

on emissions cut, described the future agreement 

solely as a “political”. Surprisingly, the 

environmental minister is apparently not aware 

that on 18 November, President Medvedev said 

that Russia is committed to reduce emissions by 

25% by 2020 from 1990 levels. In an interview 

with RIA Novosti, Trutnev also mentioned as an 

important factor that the text of the future post-

Kyoto agreement includes a number of points, 

including the transfer of unused quotas of the 

Kyoto period to the period of the new treaty.

  On Tuesday, The Russian President adviser, 

Arkady Dvorkovich was invited to the RIA 

Novosti’s Business Club and said that “there will 

be no legally binding agreement in Copenhagen”. 

He believes that the outcome of Copenhagen will 

be solely a political statement, a set of national 

statements and a ‘road map’ of the negotiating 

process. It is a pity that, unlike his president, who 

recently makes very bold statements, Mr. 

Dvorkovich shows neither ambition nor optimism.

  RIA Novosti also quoted Russia's position on 

financing the poorest countries. "The contribution 

should be voluntary. We are not ready for sharing 

out the bulk, although will not completely deny it. 

The level of funding proceeds from our economy 

level," Dvorkovich said, referring to the G8 

According to scientists, a cap on global warming 

of 2

o

C is seen as the minimum to prevent 

irreversible global warming.
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Nonetheless, Ukrainian authorities ignore requests from nongovernmental 

organizations on the fate of the income. Kiev claims that details of its agreement 

with Japan are confidential. A trial on lack of transparency in emission trading is 

currently expected.

Summit in Akville which calculated the amount 

funding for Russia as slightly less than $200 

million. 

  The Kommersant newspaper does not expect 

the legal agreement to be signed either, referring 

to the fact that at the start of the conference none 

of the points of the new contract is agreed.

  The transfer of unused quotas (so-called ‘hot 

air’) of the Kyoto period remained one of the 

busiest topics on Monday. Morning, the 

Vedomosti newspaper in an article entitled “A 

gift from Russia”, stated that, according to a 

member of Russia's delegation at the summit, 

Moscow will not raise the issue of transferring 

the country’s unused emission quotas (which are 

for about 6 billion tons of CO

2

) to the future 

agreement. “It will be our environmental gift to 

the world. We did neither use nor sell the 

quotas”.   We haven’t managed to get official 

confirmation to this statement, but there was no 

rebuttal so far either. One can only guess what 

this all means. Experts believe that the problem 

of ‘hot air’ will remain one of the negotiating 

cards for a long time, but in fact Russia has no 

other way out of the situation, but ‘a quotas gift 

to the world’ either politically nor economically. 

  The Vedomosti has also touched the issue of 

possible Dmitry Medvedev’s participation in the 

climate summit in Copenhagen (110 world 

leaders have already confirmed their 

participation). The newspaper refers to a 

President Administration official saying that 

Russian leader was intending to attend the 

summit but has changed his mind. The President 

climate adviser, Alexandr Bedritsky, will 

represent Russia at the summit. At final days of 

the conference Russian delegation will be 

headed by the First Deputy Prime Minister Igor 

Shuvalov.

(to be continued)




