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    Yesterday there were two meetings between Russian 

nongovernmental organizations and members of the Russian 

official delegation. The talk was about ‘hot air’, figures to 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions, as well as expectations 

regarding the climate summit in Copenhagen.

Development reserve

     The AAUs issue is one of the key in the negotiations. 

According to a member of the Russian delegation Viktor 

Blinov, in accordance with the rules of the Kyoto Protocol, 

Russia has the right to transfer quotas for the second period 

and, accordingly, “the question of how Russia would allocate 

quotas is the question of Russia and no one else.” 

Nevertheless, Blinov suggested that unused quotas will be 

primarily used for the economy growth, for the development 

of “a variety of while yet disadvantaged sectors of the 

economy the country.” "We should have a development 

reserve,” - said the Russian delegate.

     Another delegation member, Oleg Shamanov, also 

confirmed the possibility of transferring unused quotas in the 

second period of the Kyoto Protocol. According to him, “we 

must now consider how to import the best mechanisms of the 

Kyoto Protocol to the second period and subsequent periods”.

     After talking with the two experts it became clear that the 

sale of quotas is unlikely to be brought up. Russia needs its 

unused quotas primarily to compensate for the growth of 

emissions in the light of the commitments made for the post-

Kyoto period.

promises are either kept or broken

     Despite the fact that, according to Victor Blinov, Russia’s 

current emissions are growing not to the extent to which the 

GDP is increasing, one can already say there is certain 

efficiency of industry. For the period 2008-2009, Russia’s 

emissions have even stabilized.

     Nevertheless, the Below 2°C editorial staff believes that 

Russian government should refuse the transfer of unused 

quotas from the Kyoto period to the post-Kyoto one. In this 

case, the promised reduction of 22-25% would be more 

‘honest’ and beneficial to the economic recovery. Juggling 

the figures can simply make the government ‘relaxed’, when 

it is just starting undertaking some steps in the field of energy 

efficiency, and hence in reducing emissions. The ‘zero option’ 

will also allow the carbon markets to take breath, as even a 

partial release of Russia's ‘hot air’ in these markets would 

have created a dumping situation.

And were 

there 

actually 

the figures?

   Another issue which the 

Russian environmentalists 

were very interested in is 

the mid-term targets in 

CO2 emissions cut 

proposed by President 

Medvedev. As Oleg 
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   Yesterday one of the issues discussed 

at the Meeting of Parties was 

Kazakhstan’s proposal to include the 

country to the Annex B of the Kyoto 

Protocol.

   Eldana Sadvakassova, the deputy 

minister of the environment of the 

Republic of Kazakhstan says:

   “Kazakhstan ratified the Kyoto 

Protocol in March, and at the same time 

we made a statement that our country 

wants to become a party to the Annex 1 

for the purposes of the Kyoto Protocol. 

Unfortunately, because of some 

formalities the procedure has postponed 

for two months. We know that in our 

pursuit to become a country of the 

Annex B, we are supported by many, 

but the EU is known for its 

commitment to procedures.

   We stress that our entrance will not 

restrain anyone’s interests, on the 

contrary, we want to show that for 

According to scientists, a cap on global warming 

of 2

o

C is seen as the minimum to prevent 

irreversible global warming.

countries in transition, that have by 

today created some economic 

potential and face the choice of where 

to go next this is the most viable 

option.

   We have been asked why we have 

been so late. The fact is that 

Kazakhstan has very carefully 

approached this issue: we have 

adopted the national legislation, 

implemented stricter standards, and 

put the industry into the framework so 

that for them it was no surprise.

   It’s no secret that our economy is far 

from the energy efficiency levels of 

developed countries. For us, it was 

very important to estimate if we can 

pull a weight. Since the country 

embarked the economic growth, and 

that growth has a certain annual level, 

then this country should look for 

market mechanisms of investing, and 

not take from the less developed 

Copenhagen two agreements. The first is to extend the 

Kyoto Protocol until a new legally binding agreement 

comes into force. The second agreement is to be ratified 

all countries, including the United States. This proposal 

cannot be considered unreasonable. If a new agreement 

would not be prepared and approved while the countries 

will already cancel the Kyoto Protocol - the only legally 

binding agreement currently - we are left with no any 

climate treaty at all.

   On another hand, the tactics of Russia in the 

negotiations is to achieve non-renewal of KP after 2012, 

otherwise the obligation of 25% reduction by 2020 will 

not be officially accepted. In fact, the figures the president 

announced are a coin in the bargaining negotiations. If the 

auction results aren’t any good, it is still not clear that 

Russia will adhere to figures stated by Dmitry Medvedev. 

This is very sad, because the refusal of the 25% target 

will lead to loss of motivation to modernize Russian 

economy and industry. While the country's worn-out 

infrastructure is in great need for upgrading.

Shamanov explained, 22-25 percent reduction was a solely 

political statement: “President Medvedev said that we will be 

ready to consider rising our commitments under a number of 

conditions”. According to him, one of the flat conditions is 

rejection of a ’linear’ continuation of the Kyoto Protocol. 

’The figures of 22-25 percent were intended not for the 

Kyoto Protocol.” Viktor Blinov also confirmed this opinion 

saying these figures are “a span of the negotiations”. “Russia 

hasn’t said it takes commitment, it spoke out the possibility 

of taking those commitments under certain development of 

the negotiation. Concrete targets are to be stated at the high 

segment”, - Blinov said.

   Thus, one can assume that the commitments announced by 

Dmitry Medvedev (minus 25% from 1990 levels by 2020) 

may never become official. After all the Russian delegation 

stands on the position of non-renewal of the Kyoto Protocol, 

to which many countries do not agree, and neither does even 

the secretariat of the UNFCCC. Yesterday, the Executive 

Secretary Yvo de Boer said that negotiators from the United 

Nations are likely to suggest the participants of the summit in 

kazakhstan wants to be in 

the annex b and does not 

want to trade ‘hot air’

countries chances to obtain 

technologies through mechanisms 

which are provided by the Kyoto 

Protocol.

   We want to enable our businesses to 

form their own investments. We start 

with the industrial sector, where it is 

necessary to introduce energy 

efficiency and where projects are 

based on the introduction of low-

carbon technologies. This can be 

implemented either through the JI, or 

through participation in the emission 

trading. 

  The issue of ‘hot air’ is relevant to 

Kazakhstan, as well as for all 

countries of the former USSR. 

Kazakhstan does not plan to trade 

quotas. We need to go to a real 

reduction in emissions, because we 

have already had a serious 

commitment. For us, trading of 

quotas is not an option."




